A ARCHAROLOGTCAL SURVEY OF MUITROPOLITAN WINNIPEG

1968 and 1909

The Lxcavatlions

During the two seasons of archaealoygical survey in the Metropolitan
region (Fig. 1), four test cxcavations were condocted on sites located by the
survey. Mr., Ian Iwck was responsible for two smaill test excavations in 1903,
and the writer conducted two further tests in 1969,

W.5, 15

Thiz =ite iz a low oval mound. Tt is locared ome and a hall miles
west of Sturgeon Hoad on River Lot OA, Parish of St. James, in the city of
5t. James-Assiniboia. The area consists of cultivated fam fields and was
h!'::nught to the attention of the survey party by Mr. Jack Brown of the same
Clty.

The mound mcasures 45 feet cast-west by 12 feet north-south and it
1s approximately 3 feet high. Any exact measuremonts were humpered by the
cultivated nature of the area.

The purpese of this oxcavation was to determine whether or not the
site was a truc prehistoric mowxl. Two test pits were placed in the site.
Pit A (Fig. 2) was an east-west trench 10 fect by 2 feet in the west end of
the site. Pit B was a northeast-southwest trencin 20 fret by 2 feet in the
main part of the site.

Pit A vielded a flake at 8§ inches, a chert core at 11 inches, and
a fragoent of tooth enamel at 18 inches. The original surface was reached at
a depth of 28 inches below the surface of the mound in the west ond of the
pit. Mr. Dvck reports no cvidence of human disturbance to this point. The
gast end of the pit was cxcavated to a depth of 40 inches with no apparent
hunan activity in evidence. Pit B contained only a few small rocks and rodent
burrcws . Uxcavation was halted at 33 inches when a ycllow-black clay hotizon
was reached.

To the sowth of this site are three other prehistoric sites. W.5. 3
is a known prehistoric mound located about two miles southeast. [t was
excavated by the University of Winnipeg Field School in 1949 under the
direction of Pr. Ronald Kash of the Manitoba Museum of Man and Nature. However,
there does not seem to be any similarity betseen the two sites. W.5. 5is a
very productive habitation site relating to the Besant occupation phase. The
question of mounds being built by these people has not heen answered, and no
comection between the mound end this site can be presumed in this case.l
W. 5. 4 is a possible prehistoric mound, but a root cellar placed in it
yielded only larpge limestone blocks.

From the present evidence, it appears that W. 3, 15 is not a
Prehistﬂric mownd.  Rather, it appears to be a natural [eature of the terrain.
he evidence to support this is derived from the nature of the soil, The
mound was 3 feet in height, but a yellow-black clay interface was encountered
at 33 inches in the center of the mound., The interface most likely represents
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the top of the B horizon which would not be sbove the original prairie level
in 4 man-made feature. Moreover, the only area in which the original surface
was reached wus on the oxtreme west end of the feature in Pit A,

W.S. 32

Mic te the former prominence of the Forks arca during the Fur
Trade and Settlement eras, the Metropolitan Corporation and the Manitoba
Archasoiogical Society cxpressed special interest in the area. Extensive
survey was conducted in the region during hoth sesgsons. Library material
was consulted and the Canadian Natlonal Railway provided information on the
freight vards which are located here.

In 1968, Mr. Dvck attempted a series of small test pits to confimm
some ohservations which he had wade from viewing the river bank. The bank
had indicated a confused arrangement of artifacts ranging from prehistoric
material to recent trash. The excavations confirmed that this was characteristic
of the area.

‘The 1969 survey expresscd a special interest in the south bank of
the Assiniboine River where the railway construction was less cxtensive, Two
lines cross the area -- the main line on top of 15 fect of fill, and a lower
freight line. A small undulating treed and seemingly disturbed triangle of
land exists between the two lines. There is a small unstiable arca betweoen
the freipht line and the Red River, and a curling club occuples the land between
the main linc and main street.

The conclusions drawn from this extensive research of the Forks area
indicate that it may no longer be profitable, or even possible, to conduct
meaningiul archaeslogical excavations in the arca,? A bricf roview of the
forts located herc has been given above,d and any further duty must coie [rom
historical sources, Any remains which do exist now lie under the Canadian
Mational Railway tracks, [rcight shed or paved roadways, or wnder a ready-
mix cement plant and piles of gruvel.

W.5. 33

W. S, 33 is a lurge campsite containing mumerous artifact comcentrations
on and between a series of natural levees of the Assiniboine River. ‘the area 1s
a S0-acre market garden owned by Mr. J. Kuypers on Lot 1, iHeadingly, on the
south bank of the fAssiniboine River. A series of small fields has been created
by leaving rows of trees and placing roadways through the area. All the fields
have produced some archaeological material. There is an indication that the
site may continue west inte the adjoining field, but crop prevented an
extensive survey of this area.

Mr, Kuypers granted permission to excavate provided that the
excavations did not hinder the nommal garden work. ‘The ared along the trees
was investipated and three spots wers chosen for pits.

Excavation was begum using a shovel and a screen. Screening
proved to be almest impossible duc to the natural cohesiveness of the heavy
clay s0il and continual wet weather. After o fow attempts to screen the soil,
this technique was abandoned and the cxcavation proceeded with the use of
trowels only. At this time, all three pits were opened and one individoal
excavated each pit. Arbitrary 6-inch levels were employed.




Mt 1 was located on the top of a levos which had yiclded
4 large quantity of materizl. It was in the corner of the ficld near a row
of trees, and according to the owner the only disturbance in this area had
been caused by the clearing of trees; no cultivation hud becen conducted here.
The pit was excavated to a depth of 24 inches helow the surface with no
definable stratipraphy. The top consisted of dark clay wiich gdve way
imitially to a mottled dark and light clay-sand mixture and finally to a light
borwn clay. 1This appears to he the rcsult of leaching and attests to the
relatively undistyrbed nature of the so1l. The total cultural remains recovered
from the test consisted of one small chert biface at 15.5 inches below the
surface, one worked flake Irom pesr the surface, seven unworked flakes, two
round naiis, one [rament of glass, and a few hundred bone fragments. The
identifiable bone material haus been classified as that of domestic cattle.

Pit 2 was locuted between two levees on the edge of the
trees in the largest and most productive field. The arca was undi s turhed
except for some minor clearing. The profilec hore this out, as the upper
horizon was formed of humus from the decaying vegetation. ‘The humus graded
into a mottled humos and dark Clay horizon and Finally inte solid durk clay
at 15 inches. 1his is a result of leaching processes in the soil. 7his
wnit yielded the enly excavated point from the site [Fig. 3) at a depth of
¢ inches, two worked llgkes, eightecn wworked flakes, and numerous (ragments
0f charred bone, none of which way Lientifiable, Ixcavation was haited ar
15 inches below the surface when the clay (B horizon) was reached in the entire
Pit, as this horizon had heen sterile to this point,

Pit 3 was the only one which was placed in a cultivated
area. Tt wus situated in 4 recently cleared and tiiled ares on the cdge of
the main field, and was the closest pit to the river. The so0il was greatly
disturbed, but it was gunerally similar to lest Pit 1. Feur bone fragments,
three fvom near the surlace, comprised the total artifactual material recovered,
None of the [ragments was ldentifiable,

In addition to the ficld work described above, laboratory studigs
were carried out on the Kuypers' material. The large surface collections
from each year werc combined and unalyzed. The results of these studies have
been summarized in Tables 1-4. Tables 1-3 present  the quantity of waterial
collected, while Tahie 4 Presents some data on the projecrile polnts recovered,
In Table 4, tentative point types have beon assigned where possible in order
to establish a relative chronology for the site.

As part of a thesis project, Mr. Les Leonoff conducted an anzalysis
of the raw waterial in a portion of the surface collection, This sample, and
a sample fvom another site within his ™ssiniboine Urainage Zome' yielded
Seikirk Chert {40%), Swan River Chert (20%), Knife River Flint {20%), and
other (Z0%). Mr. Leohoff suggests that a frequency distribution of raw
materials such as this represents a “zeno of transition" in the types of
material used by prehistoric cultures. A "zone of transition” is defined
A5 an area in which three or {our raw materials are used and each represents
about 20% of the materiai uscd (a zone which contains 50% or more of onge material
15 considered to be dominated by this material}. The relatively high percentage
of Selkirk Chort (40%) present in this sample indicates that there is a tendency
toward dominance of it, but this may he explained by its relative accessibility,
Selkirk Chert can be found in outcrops aleng the hanks of the Red River near
Winnipeg, while Knife River Flint, which is a much better material for knapping,
would have to be imported from North Uakota (lounoff 1970:45-50),
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TABLE 1

PREHISTORIC ARTTITACTUAL MATERTAL RECOVERLD FROM THE SURFACE

W.5, 33
ITHM MO, W, (GRAMS)

Frojectile Points 30 -
[ifaces iz 732.5
tnd Scrapers 32 194.5
Side Scrapers 12 133.0
brills 1 1.0
spokeshave 1 5.0
Retouched Flakes 122 1305.5
Cores 18 2164 .5
Unworkod Flakes 585 5336.5
Hammer Stoncs 3 -
Ground Stones 1 -
Pottery Sherds (Body) 12 -
Bone and Shell - G4178.0

TARLE 2

HISTORIC ARTIFACTUAL MATERTAL RECOVLRED FROM THE SURFACE

W.5. 33

=
=

ITEM

Kives [Butcher)
Square Nails
Ninky Toy

Mart: le

Glass Frapments
Metal Objoct
Forcelain
Crockary
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LA
L e L



TEST PIT

TABLE 3

LXCAVATED ARTIFACTS FROM W.5. 33

LEVEL

B La] [ D] Bed feb [ Ead Pk b= o b LA LA O D B e e e

ITEM

Side Scraper
Retouched Flake
lmworked Flakes
Bone Fragments
hound Hails
Glass Frapments
Umwotrked Flakes
Bone Tragments
Bifaces

Unworked lilakes
Bone and Teeth Frapments
Bone Fragments
Frojectile Point
Unworked Flakes
Bone Fragments
Retouched Flakes
nworked Flakes
Bone lIrapgmenis
Worked Flakes
Unworkead Flakes
Bone Fragments
Sterile

Sterile

Bone Fragments
Sterile
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=
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‘TABLE 4

PROJECTIEL POINTS RECOVERED FROM W.5. 33

ATT. Mo T.T. K.M. L {mm} W {0} W.i. (rmm) T. [wmn) Remarks
33-1  N.A. 5.C. 29.7 21,1 NLA. 6.1 Frag.
33-2 Ox. (7] G.C. 30.9 21.5 18.5 5.4 Lar Frug.
3.3 N.A, ¢.C. 17.0 17.0 NLA. 4.3 Tip Only
33-4 . {?)  G.C. 33.7 25.5 16.7 6.9 Reworked
33-5 Ox. S.R.C.  35.6 20.5 15.4 6.7 Frag.
27-6  Hon. (7)  G.C. 21.8 16.3 13.5 6.6 Reworked
33-7 Han. (7] G.C. 14.8 13.0 13,1 6.4 Frag.
33-8 Han. (71  G.C. 13.3 17.0 14.2 7.4 Frag.
33-9 Han. (3)  G6.C. 25.3 15.2 11.6 6.4 Frag.
33-1 0 O (7} L.C. 2.1 20.0 1%.0 5.8 Frag.
33-11 Ox. (7} L.C. 28.3 17.4 13.6 5.3 Frag.
33-12 O 5.R.0, 30.8 20.8 I AL 5.7 Ear lirag.
13-13  Axl, O/N G.C. 25.9 16.3 8.5 4.8 Frag,
z23-14  MHan. (7} G.C. 13.7 18.3 14.1 5.8 Irag.
" 33-15  F.L. (7} S.R.C. 26,3 17.2 10.9 3.4 Frag,
. 33-16 Ox, S.R.C. 47.7 42.8 37.4 11.6 Reworked
33-17 Tri. B.L. 26.5 18.3 MoA. 4.2 Burinated
33-18 M. G.C. 44.2 23.0 10.2 5.% Frag,
I3-19  P.L. G.C. 3.4 22.1 2.2 G.3 Burinated
33-20 P.L. G.C. 52.7% 22.9 10.5 b.5 Frag.
33-21  Ox. (7] Qzite a9.3 17.1 13.¢ 6.3 Frag.
33-22  W. S/N Qz. 36.1 19.3 13.2 9.4 Crule
35-23 W. 5/N | 3.0 19.3 12.1 7.8 Crude
33-24  N.A. L.C. 18.5 20.8 N.A. 5.1 Tip Only
33-25 L..T. S3.R.C. 14.0 h N. A, 3.0 Frag.
33-260 And. G/N 0 L.CL 25.1 15.5 a.5 4.3 Beworked
I3-27 W, S/N SLR.C. 305 16.8 140.1 7.2 Raworkeod
I3-28  W. 5/N L.C. 5.6 18.4 13.4 7.5 -
3329 Ox. G.C. 37.4 Z27.3 21.éa 4.8 Reworked
33-30 N.A. B.C. 36.6 6.8 N.A. a.4 Mid-section
3331 N.AL a.R.C. 15,1 17.1 N.A. 5.8 Mid-section
3332  N.A. 5.R.C.  18.6 16.2 N.A. 5.5 Tip Only
33-33  L.T. Qzite. 19.5 15.4 10,6 5.0 -
33-34 N.AL 5.C. 31.0 20.8 I3.1 7.0 Frag.
33-35  Wpg. 0.  S.KR.C.  37.4 22.1 N.A. 6.9 -
32-30 N.AL G.C. 0.0 12.9 15.7 3.7 Reworked
33-37 Han. 0.0, 33,2 2.6 12.6 7.8 Reworked
33-38 W, S/N g.C. 25.1 16.6 13,5 4.0 Frag.
33-35  M.A. G.C. 3.7 20,6 M.OAL 6.5 Tip Only
Abbreviations used above:
M.A. dot Applicable T. Thickness L.T. Larter Tanged
Frag. Iragmentary 0x. Oxbiow Wpg. ©. Winnipeg Ovoid
. Art, No. Artifact Number D, Duncan §.C. Selkirk Chert
T.T. Tentative Type B.C. Brown Chalcedony G.C. Grey Chert
- R.M. Raw Material Harn. Harma 5.R.C. Swan River Chert
L. Length And.C/N  Anderson Comer-Notched — L.C.  Lamestome Chert
LW, Wide P,L. Pelican Lake Q. z,
W.N. Width at Motches Tri Triangular Qzite. Quartzite

W, S/N  whitcshell-Side-notched




Finally, Mr. Dan fiilderman briefly analyzed the fmmal remains from
W.5. 33. As near as could be determined from the small sample, all the fauwnal
remains could be attributed to domesticated animals such as cow, pig, and shesp
(D. Nilderman, personal communication). 7his conclusion 1s consistent with the
facts: Mr. Kuypers reperted that there were wery fow bones on the [iclds umtil
recent years. Suring the last foew years, he had begun to import fertilizer
which he feocls contained the fuunal vomains of butchered animgls, Tndeed, many
of the remajns illustrate marks made by a saw.t

In conclusion, the findings at the Kuypers Site may be summarized as
Follows:

1. most of the lithic tools tecovered occurred an the surface (Figs. 3-%)
one biface and cne point came from thc excavations;

2. most of the identifiahle points fall within the Middle Prehistoric period
(sce 'l'able 4);

1. the identificd faunal romains are intrusive to the site;

4. the site in peneral s very disturbed due te cultivation and tree cleuring.

W.S. 33 is a larpe campsite dating to the Middle Prehistoric period
with some indication (eleven potsherds -- see Fig, 7) of limited usc in Late
Prchistoric times. The site is currently a productive markct garden, and
further excavations would be difficult and, most likely, unprofitable.

W.5. B8

W.S. 8% is a late prehistoric campsite on the Hed River south ol
Winnipeg. 1Lt is located near o small channel which carries cxcess river water
actoss a neck of land ut times of high water. liollowing the unusually high
watet of 1950, in which the entive ncck of land was submerped  and about one
foot of top soil was removed, pottery, projectile peolnts, and hearths warc
exposed. At this time, the site was visited by Mr, Walter M, Hlady, bDr. C. T.
Gonsalves, and Mr. Alan 5impson.

The annual erosicn of material continued with cultivation amd flooding.
Some of the artifacts were collected by the cwner, Mr. S. A, Lasko of Lot 216,
St. Nothert. During the spring of 1962, the site wus agaln visited by a crow
from the University of Winnipep wnder the direction of Mr. John Meri. At this
time, it was very productive, and Mr. Mori felt that a test should be conducted.
The Metre survey crew undertook this task in August of 1963,

The ohjective of the test was to detemmnc the depth and the extent
of the site o that o full scale excavation could be conducted the noxt season
if it warranted such an wndertaking. Four test pits were placed at randem in
the arcus where the most surface cultural remains were collected. The plts
were aghout 3 fect by 3 feet and were excavated using a shovel and screoen. 41l
the pits were excavatcd to a depth of 18 to 24 inches before they were sbandoned,
while onc small test was continued to 33 inches, wherc water was encountered,
Generally, the top soil, a dark heavy clay, ranged from 3 to 12 inches below
the surfacc. A mottled transition zone separated the top seil and the light brown
clay below. ‘he following conclusions were reached from these data:

1. the A horizon has been completely eroded,at lcast ncar the channel. Mr.
Lasko supports this deduction;

2, the dark clay represents the B horizom which is now the top soil. This
may have containcd some artifacts, but most of the material probably lay




on or ghove it
3, the light brown s0il ropresents the C horizon which is, understandubly, sterile.

The entire collection of artifactual material excavated was four pottery
fragments and a few small bone fragments, all of which were found within the Pl
zone . Very little material was recovered from the surface duc to the presence
shortly before of the University of Wimnipeg crew, A1l of the surfacc artifacts
were placed in the hands of Mr. John Mori, who was to prcpare a report on the site.
However, 1t appears that the artifacts relate to the Blackduck tradition as it has
been described by MacNeish (1958}, There may also be some southern influence, but
without looking closely at the material this cammot he substantiated.

In conclusion, W. 8, 82 is a Late Prehistoric campsite of the Blackduck
Forus. Surface artifactual material is abundant, but continual flooding and
cultivation have destroyed any trace of permanent or semi-permanent habitations
which may have existed at the site.

Summary and Conclusions

Prior to 5000 b.C., nomadic bands of big gamc hunters, known as Paleo-
Indians, roamed the plains, but there 1s no evidence of their ever having been
in the Winnipeg Region. Pettipas (1967) has outlined the Paleo-Indian occupation
in Manitoba,

The first phase represented in the metropelitan area is Oxbaw. This
is & Northern Plains manifestation which was originally identificd at the Oxbow
Jam Site in southcastern Saskatchewan where the Oxbow level was radiocarbon-
dated at 3250 B.C. + 130. Oxbow points occur in southeriy Manitoha, southern
Saskatchewan, and south-central Alberta. In southeastern Manitoba, MacNeish
named a similar point type "Patkdale Eared" and dated it much later in time. In
rcality, this_type is Oxbow and probably dates about the same time as those
further west.

Very little was written exclusively on Oxbew until lan Dyck (1970)
completed a thesis on twe Oxbow sites in contral Saskatchewan. He found that the
technology was confined mainly to stome chipping. Tools consisted of projectile
peints, drills, choppers, bifaces, end scrapers and [lakes. Oniy three bone
artifacts were foumd, all in one site. The principal mode of subsistence was
bison hunting, with some deer, elk and moose Temains occurring in one of the
sites. Settlement was probably in terms of small seasenal camps indicative
of a4 band Jevel of organization,

The Winnipeg Survey has produced two sites which telate te this phase.
The collection from W.5. 33 contains at least five Oxbow points, and W.5. 99, a
site on the Seine River southeast of Winnipeg, yielded some Oxhow points in the
land-cwner’s collection. ko other sites yielded this type of point.

These sites, W.5. 33 and 99, also contain projectile points relating
to the next phase, that of the McKean-Duncan-llapna Phase which probably dates
from about 2000 B.C. until 1000 B.C.8 McKean points were excavated by MacMeish
at the Cemetery Point and Larter sites (note: the Larter Site was included in
the survey as W.S. 84). MacNeish (1258:78) placed the McKean points in the
"Whiteshell Focus", which he dated at 3000 - 1500 B.C. Mayer-Oakes (1570:111)
reports McKean points from the Grand Rapids Reservoir in northern Manitcba,
but the most extensive research has been done by Leigh Syms (1969), who
postulates & movement of the McKean Culture through Saskatchewan and into
Maniteoba by way of the Swan River Valley. The movement was then south and
¢ast across the province.
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The McKean Phase is represcnted by the three related point styles,
ovate bifaces, end-scrapers, rough choppers, and flakes. The poople were
primarily bison hunters, but Fish may have supplemented the diet in some
arcas. The settlement pattern appears to have comprised small seasonsl camps
occupicd by small groups. The bison-hunting subsistence paticn probably
indicates small, nomadic bands (Joyes 1969:218).

It has been suggested that the Pelican Lake Phase was an indigenous
development out of thc McKean-Duncan-Hanna Phase (Joyes 1969:220) . The dates
for this phasc range irom about 1540 - 300 B.C. throughout the Northwestom
Plains where it is found. MacNeish's 'Larter Tanged" points probably represcnt
the Pelican Lake style in southeastemn Manitoba, but they are wider and thicker
than the specimens from the Plains.9 MacNeish (1958:100-101) assigns them to
the Larter Focus, which he dates from 1500 - 500 B.C.

In additien to the projectile points, the technology involves lamellar
and prismatic end scrapers, ovate bifaces, and flakes. Two sites outside of
Manitoba have shown that the atlatl wos also used (Joyes 1969:219-2203. The:
principal food source was the bison, which were hunted using pounds and jums
(Forbis 1962 Reeves 1966). The campsites are small and suggest temporary
occupation by fairly small groups. The bison hunting economy sugyests the
presence of nomadic bands which probably coalesced inte larger groups for
seasonal bison hunts (Joyes 1960:220).

Within the Winnipeg Survey material, thore are two sites which
represent this phase. One is W.S. 33 which contains six projectile points
<ifilar to Pelican Lake and/or Larter Tanged points. 'The other is the larter
Site, W.S. 84, from which thc "Lartor Tanged" point was named.

The Late Prehistoric period began with the appearance of the first
coramics -- those of the Lauwrel Tralition. Laurel ceramics are found across
northern Ontario, northern Minnesota, Manitcba, and Into gast-central Saskatchewan
(Wright 1967:132). Wright has postulated an Asiatic origin for this ceramic
complex.l

MacMeish [1958:81-82] found Laurel pottery in both the Anderson and
the Nutimik loci, with the Anderson locus being the earlier of the two.1l
In the Winnipeg Survey material, there are no distinguishable Laurel sites,
hut enc site on the Red River in St. Vital, W.5, 94, contained a few Dhody
sherds which may relate to Laurel pottery.

The Laurel Tradition dates between 500 B.C. and A.D. 80¢. The pottery
consists of coconut-shaped vessels with vertical to slightly outflaring rim
profiles. Decorative techniques may involve pseudo-scallep, dentate stanp, OT
push-and-pull impressions. A smooth variety is alse known. Wright (19067:100)
fecls that the pseudo-scallop type is the earliest and the dentate stamp the
latest. On this basis, he feels that the Laurel ceramics in the Anderson and
Nutimik Foci are very late (Wright 1967:107).

One of the important associations with northem Ontario and Minnescota
Laurel is larpe burial mounds. 7To date, no direct association between Laurel
and mounds has been made in Manitoba (MacNeish 1458; Mayer-Oakes 1870; Penny
1970: persomal commmication). In addition to the ceramics, there are chipped
stone and bone tools. Subsistence seems to lave been gearcd to a Woodland
existence with the hmting of woodland animals and fishing. ‘he settlement
pattern reflects small nomadic bands in small, briefly occupied campsites along

waterways (Mayer-Oakes 1067;372-374).
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One importamt site in the Winnipeg Region is W.5. 5, a Besant site
in St. James-Assiniboia. It was first lecated by Mr. Jack Brown of 5t. James
Assiniboia, who has a8 large collcction of Besant points and other lithics {rom
the site.

The source of Besant has not boeon positively estahlished,lz but it is
knownit that these materials were found throughout the northwestern Plains from
apout A.10. 300 - 500 (Joyes 1969:221). The points are similar to MacMeish's
Anderson Corner-notched point, the principal point type 1n the Anderson Focus
which MacMeish {(195§:90-91, 101} dated at 500 B.(C. to Ak 504, However, the
Anderson locus also includes Laurel ceramics.

From his experience at the Avery Site, Joyes (1969:222) {aels that
Besant may be associated with "Avcry Corded Ware" rather than with the Laurel
Ware, despite similarities that exist between the Besant and Laurel asscmblages.
Other sites in southwestern Mapnitoba contain Besant material, but they have ne
direct ccramic associations. W.5. 5 has at least one fragment of pottery, but
this sherd is not identifiable.

The Besant people were Plains bison hunters who supplemented their
diet with deer, gntelope and rodents. The canpsites may reproscnt fairly
lengthy or repeated occupations by moedetately large groups. Again, the
social organization seems to have comprised bands with some seasonal multi-
band groupings for commnal bison lmts (Joves 1369:223-4).

Probably the best represcnted phase in the Winnmipeg region is the
Blackduck or Manitoba Phase which dates from A.b, 800 to historic times. 13
[t appears to be an indigenous development [rom Laurcl (kvans 1961:132) and
is found in northem Minnesota, northern Ontario, and Manitoba. At least [our
sites from the Winnipeg Survey can be definitely assigned to this phase (W.3.
3, 53, 89 and 1027, and six other sites which contain pottery most likely
belong to this phasc.

Blackduck pots arc large globular vessels with cord-wrapped stick
impressions on the 1ip and rim. These arc often accompanied by oval or
rectangular punctates.  ‘the bady frequently shows evidence of paddling with
a cord-wrapped paddle.l? The asscrblape associated with the pattery contains
small triangular netched and wnotched projectile points, ovoid and lunate
knives, trapezoidal end scrapers and rectangular side scrapers, drills,
tubular pipes, unilaterally barbed harpoons, awls, and bone spatulas ad
figshers, Subsistence was primarily based on fish and wild rice, but on
the Plains bison amd deer were hunted. Ilabitation sites were located on or
near navigatable waterways and the social organization was comprised of the
nomadic band. Mound-building activities have definitely been attributed to
this phase (livans 1961:1535; MacNeish 1958:49-50; Mayer-Uakes 1970+371-372).

The final phase in the prehistoric peried is the Selkirk Phase, It
is typically associated with the introducation of fabric-impressed pottery.
MacNeish (1958:70) dated 1t from A.0h. 1350 - 175017 and suggested that it was
introduced from the north or northeast. It was closely associateq with the
Blackduck Phase,having large globular vessels with fabric impressions on the
body and rim and punctates around the rim, The remainder of the assemblage
contains projectile points of the "Prairie Side-Noetched”, "Selkirk Slde-ﬁotchedV
and "Lastern Triangular" styles, as well as ground stone and I;-me. _Subglstencc
in the borcal forest seomns to have been based upon deer and fish while an the
Parklands it was based on bison. The scttlement pattern involved large seasonal
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camps, and the social organization was probably based on the nomadic hand with
some possible larger seasonal groupings (Mayer-Oakes 1967:3689-37¢; .Joycs
1969:331-332}).

In the Winnipeg region, no sites have been located which can definitely
be attributed to the Scelkirk Fhase.

The historic period was sub-divided in Chapter 3 into three periods
of development: (1} the lur Trade era, (2) the period of agricultural
settlement, and (3) the events lealing to and following the formation of the
province and the city.

The only site definitely associated with the Far Trade ora is W.5. 32,
the Forks area. Although the artifactual material recovered from here was not
indicative of any particular time peried, the site designation represents the fur
posts which were formally located in this area.

The first site identifizble with the agricultural settlement is W.5. 38,
the [otmer locatiem of lort Douglas which was built by the Selkirk Scttiers in
1812. A nuwber of other sites along the Hed River in North Winnipeg would also
fit within this period, for example W.5. 13 (circa 1830) and W.5. 22 {circa
1840-507. There are also sites of this nature along the Assiniboine River,

c.g., W.5. 50 (circa 1850) and along the Seine River (W.5. 92 and 93, cirea 1BR5]).

The final period is well represented, mainly by structures such as
the present Anglican Church in Middlechurch (W.S. 81). The church was constructed
in 1875 and has been used ever since. There is a muber of houscs along both
the Assiniboine and Seine Rivers as well as the Red River. The most récent site
is W.S. 16 near the Internationul Airport. The site is a former garbage dump of
the City of Winnipeg und is now Westview Park. During the construction of the
park, fragments of crockery and old bottles from 30 to 50 years old were
Tecovered,

Future Research

The Manitoba Archacological Society should consider, as part of its
activities, an analysis of the historic artifacts from the Winmipeg Survey sites.
By far, the larpest portion of the artifacts werc historic, and they have not
been fully researched. The artifacts by themselves do not provide an adequate
body of data on which a project can be based, but when they are inteprated
with the growing corpus of information en historic artifacts in Manitcha, there
may be an adequate base for a project. The project could call on the data
from Lower Fort Garry and that reported by Dr. Mayer-Oakes (1970} from the
Trailrace Bay Sitc at Grand Rapids. There are alse the duta from Fort Riviere
Tremhilant on the Assiniboine River just across the Manitdba border in Saskatchewan
which has just been completed by Hugh MacKic. In addition, during 1567 2 small
historic survey was conducted throughout Manitoba in cenjunction with the
Glacial Lake Agassiz Survey. M% in 211, there is a large volume of data
from which to draw ::mrtparisnns.l

Future prehistoric archaeological research in the Metropolitan
Tegion would be most fruitful in the undeveloped areas of the city. However,
mezbers of the Manitcha Archacological Socicty should monitor construction
activities in their neighbourhoods. listoric rescarch can still be done within
the confines of the city. Such a project as proposed by Mr. Ian Dyck (1968:7-8),
should involve an historiam, an historic archacolegist, and an cthnographer wha
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is interested in the history of the various ethnic groups within the region.
These are all areas where very important research could be accomplished, and
the most fruitful method would be to co-ordinate all of the activitios into
one well-organized project. A waluable starting point wonld be with the
original Selkirk Settlement, ucing all the available records and MAPS, un
accurate reconstruction could be accomplished. One very important Eroup
which should not he overlooked is the Metis, since they represent the gToup
having the longest continuous occupation of the region in historic times.

In conclusion, the aims of the survey have been fullilled. The
survey has located and recorded 111 prehistoric and historic sites; it has
assessed the condition of the Forks in rewgard to the fur posts formerly
lpcated there; it has tested some of the sites within the Winnipeg region
and it has made some recommendations for future research.

Footnotes

llI::-we'l.rer, mounds are part of the "Sonota Complex" [Meuman 1975; see
also Footnote 12, below) which is closely related to the Besant Complox [Syms
1977:92%, .

ENﬂnetheless, Parks Canada may soon be putting this prediction to
the test, as plans are going ahead to explorc the lorks area archagologically
wider the Federal-Provincial ARG Agreement.

3E‘r::& Manitoba Archaeoiogical Mewsletter, Vol. XII, wo. 1 4§ 2, pp.-

14, 13.
¥
noted thatr

In a subsequent famal analysis, however, Janes Whelan (1974:19)

the results of this preliminary analysis do not agrec with
the expectations of Hilderman and Dickson....0f the fourteen
identifiable spocimens flve represent native, non-domestic
specles that fall in the category of food animals. These
species include [epus americanus, the snowshoc hare, Rison
bison, as definitely identified and Alces americana, moose,
and [epus townsemdii, the jauck rabbit, as possible.

The other nine identifiasbic fragments were Felis domestica (Domestic cat),
Los taurus (Cattle), Sus scrofa (pig), and Tquos caballus (horsc).

“Subsequent excavations by the University of Winnipeg Field School
produced a "fair inventory of artifacts", the chsorvation that K.5. 33 has
an wndisturbed “treed compenent” and the impression that it is a "very signif-
icant site" (Steinbring, written commmication, 19797

O Mori died in an sutomobile accident hefore the report was
Written.

“That is, ca. 3300 - 2000 B.C, (Recves 1975:1236). However, the
excavations at the Cherry Peint Site, on (ak Lake, Manitoba, arc taken to
indicate thot the Oxbow CompleX persisted as late as the 10th century AU,
Haug 1976:44, 39},
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¥ he Cherry Point project 4lso ndicated long-term persistence of
diagnostic traits of the Mckean Complex (Hawg 1976:55).

gﬂm distinction is not considercd valid by other archaeologists
however; see Manitoba Archacological Quarterly, Vol. 2, No. 4, p. 11.

1C"In his moTe recont writings, however, Wright (e.g., 1972:59)
leans toward the thesis that the idea of pottery-making dJiffused into the
central interior of Canada from the castern United States,

llFﬂllwing Hlady (1370:277}, most archacologists no longer
distinguish between foci within Laurel, and simply proup all Laurel mani-
lestations under that term.

lzlimvever, Brian Reeves (1970:171} regards the Northeastern Periphory
of the Woodland Edge of the Plains (presumably in Minnesotal} as the source of
the Besant Complex., More recently, Nouman {1975) has defined the “Sonota
Complex', which contains a predominance of tools made from Enife River Flint,
projectile peoints which subsume Besant and Samantha types, bison remains,
small burial mounds, and ceramics. Syms (1Y76:246-52) has identified the
complex at the Richards Kill Site and several other sites in south-ventral
Manitoba, Most of the artifacts in Mr. Brown's coliection arc made of Knife
River Flint, which supgests that W.5, 5 is a Sonota Site. f so, it is the
most northeasterly known cxpression of that complex. Sonota dates ranpe
from 100 B.C. - A.D, 1000.

13’[‘we1ve radiocarbon dates ossociated with lackduck coramics at
seven sites in Southern Manitoba rang: feom AL 780 - 2330 (Tisdale 1975:20).

14turr{ant theories hold that "...many of the Blackduck,,.vessels...
secm to have been melded inside a fabric mold, and then remowved from the
mold prior to firing, or had the mold burned of " (Saylor 1977:6).
1E'E.inr:;«e MacNeish wrote his monograph on southcastern Manitcha
archaeology, the lower cnd of the Selkirk time frame has been pushed hack
in Morthem Manitoba to A.1. 940 (Dickson 1976:3).

075 this 1ist showld be added the findings of Hugh MacKic (1972)
and Terry Tottle (1376) at Pine Fort on the Assiniboine River, those of
Dr. J, Steinbring (1977) in the Fort Alexander district on the Winnipeg
River, and the emerging inventory of recoveries ol the University of Mamitoba
Arch;lﬁﬂlugical Field Schogl at Fort lauphin (Monks and Bradford 1978; Fraser
19749y,
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Fig. 1. Distribution of sites documented during the Metropolitan Survey.



Fig. 2. W.5, 15 Test Trench A looking west.
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Fig, 3. Some of the projectile peints frem
W.S. 33, ‘Thc polnt by itsclf on the left hand
side was found in Level 1 of Test Pit 2. All
other points are from the surfuce.
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Fig. 4. End scrapers, ceramic body sherds and
a hiface from the surfare of W.5. 33.
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Fig. 5, DBifaces and projectile point fragments
from the surfacc of W.5. 33.




20

Fig. 6. Artifacts collected from the surface
of W.5. 13: a door hell and a door knob, pilpe
fragments, a biface, square nails, a bottle neck,
a metal file and a pair of scissors.

Fig. 7. Artifacts collected from the surface of
W.S. 19; a glass hottle and a bottle stopper,
two fragments of porcelain and a 1id from a tin
hox.
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Fig. 8. Artifacts from the surface of W.5, 19
: half of a porcelain bowl, two bottles and a hone
toothbrush handle.

-

Fig, 9. Artifacts collected frem the surface of
W.5. 20: hottle plass, metal plate, creckery and
porcelain,
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Fig. 10, {10P] Artifacts collected from the
surface of W.5. 46: metal file, spoon, bottle
ncck, metal buckle and a wmetal -a::rc:w

(BOTIOM) Artifacts collected from
W,5. 22: porcelain, a gun flint, a misket ball
and pipe fragments.
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Fig. 11. Artifacts collected from the surface
at W.5. 24: lid from a cigarette case, brick
fragment, porcelain amd an unknown object.
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Fig. 12. Artifacts cellected from the surface
at W.5, 23! scrapers, projectile point, bifaces,
a metal clamp, porcelain and hone,

Fig. 13,  Artifacts collected at W.5. 3?:
metal hinges, square nails, buttons, strike-a-
light (?), porcelain and glass.
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Fig, t4. Artifacts [rom W.5. 44: ﬁqimm nails,
metal ring, bottle glass and porcelain.

Fig. 15, Artifacts from W.5. 48: metal clamp,
square nails, hottle neck, ink well, bottle base,
parcelain, speon and tin box lid.




Fig. 16.  Artifacts [rom W.5. 50: square nails,
porcelain, bene cutlery handle, bhone, bell, motal
buckle, pipe [rugment, plass and flakes,

Yig. 17. Artifacts from W.5, 51: melted plass,
base of howl and a metral dish.
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Fig, 18. Artifacts from W.5. 51: fragments
of a porcelain bowl and o sauceT.
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Fig., 19. Artifacts from W.35, 5%: one
tea pot.
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Fig. 20,  Artifacts from W.5. 53: knife, fork,
square nails, [ragments of metal, maple leaf pin,
bottle plass, pipe fragments, buttoms, projectile
points and scrapers.

Fig, 21, Artifacts {rom W. §. 55: square nails,
metal hinges, bone handle, crockery, whetstong,
projectile point and flakes,
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Fig. 22, Artifacts f[rom W. 5. D4: porcelain,
ceramic body sherds, glass, a flake and hone
Fragments.
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Fig. 23. (TOP) Artifacts from W.5. 84, the lLartcyr

gite: ond scrapers, retouched flukes and hifaces,
(BUTFOM)  Artifacts from W.5. i02: ceramic

body sherds, nlackdock rim sherd, end scraper and

teeth.
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Fig., 24. An example of the popular dowve-tail
construction employed in most late log structures,

Fig. 25. An example of an old abandoned bamm.
The structure is of lops with the siding being
a later addition.




